 FACULTY COUNCIL MEETING
3:00 p.m., Tuesday, December 9, 2025
https://okstate-edu.zoom.us/j/97132843836
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AGENDA

1. Roll call 
2. Approval of the November 11, 2025 minutes
3. Approval of agenda 
4. Special reports 
A.  Sarah Robbins - Senior Director of Research and Strategic Initiatives/Chair OU Faculty Senate: OU’s Faculty Senate Benefits and Challenges
5. President’s report and comments on matters of interest to the faculty
6. Provost’s report on recommendations made by the Faculty Council and comments on matters of interest to the faculty
7. Vice Presidents’ reports and comments on matters of interest to the faculty
8. Faculty Council Chair’s report
9. Reports of liaison representatives
a. Emeriti – Tom Royer
Carolyn Gang opened the December dinner. She expressed her gratitude for the privilege of serving as President as her term came to a close. She acknowledged the new slate of officers (Joyce Sheerar President, Gary Clark as President Elect, and Gladeen Allred as Vice President of Activities).  She also acknowledged Bob LeValley for his efforts as Catering Chair, who is retiring from that role, and she welcomed Cara Beer as our new Catering Chair.  Our December meal was well attended, and we were entertained by a select group from the Stillwater High School Choir who sang several Christmas Songs.  We won’t have a January evening meal but will start again in February.  The following is a list of our Winter/Spring meals in which we will host the following:
February 2 Bob Burke (noted Oklahoma Attorney and Author—One Lucky Cowboy—Behind the Scenes, followed by book signing by Burns Hargis
March 2 Dr. Jim Hess, President, Oklahoma State University—OSU Update
April 6 Denise Webber, Stillwater Medical Center—Stillwater Medical Center
May 4 Robin Fuxa, OLLI Director and Dr. John Loffi--Aviation Program/Flight Center at OSU
June 1 Rachel Condley—Our Daily Bread
Finally, we encourage any emeriti from OSU to consider joining the Emeriti Association. Membership offers an opportunity to socialize with other emeriti.
Web: https://emeriti.okstate.edu/ 
Submitted by Tom Royer, Emeriti Liaison to the Faculty Council

b. Staff Advisory Council – Aaron Lively/Sam Morse
c. Graduate Council – Veronique Lacombe
Zero-ending Courses – The Graduate Council made a recommendation for zero-ending courses to include a syllabus. This proposed policy will be presented to the relevant committee of the Faculty Council. 
Course Retake Policy. – The Graduate Council approved the policy that a graduate students may repeat a single course (if available) in which a grade of “C” or lower was earned, with graduate program approval.
Graduate Faculty Applications Nominations for Associate or Full members from all the 6 Subjects Matter Groups were approved (~ 175 total). 
TOEFL scoring change scores: this internet-based test of English proficiency for international students will shift its score to a 0–6 scale beginning January 2026.
Student Annual Reviews –Deam Morgan reminded that each graduate program shall indicate that annual reviews of graduate students have been completed via a Slate form by June of each year.
Showcasing Graduate Students: To support fundraising and recruitment, graduate programs are encouraged to submit names of outstanding students for web, video, and social media features.
Graduate Commencement will be held Friday, December 12, 2025, 4:30 p.m.
Academic Program Committee (APC) items: the following new program was approved by the Graduate Council.
o	GCRT-LGFP: Land-Grant University Faculty Preparation

The following program modifications were approved through the APC expedited review process.

· MS-ENT-FSEP: Engineering Technology: Fire Safety and Explosion Protection
· MS-ENVR-PSM: Environmental Science: Environmental Management Professional Science Master
· MS-ETM: Engineering and Technology Management
· MA-SCFD-EH: Social Foundations of Education
· MM-MUSI-APMU: Music: Applied Music
· MS-BIMB-FC: Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
· MS-FEMP: Fire and Emergency Management Administration
· MS-QF: Quantitative Finance
· PHD-BIMB-FC: Biochemistry and Molecular Biology
· PHD-CPSI-FC: Crop Science
· PHD-SOIL-FC: Soil Science
· PHD-PSYC-CLIN: Psychology: Clinical - CIP Code Change
· PHD-PSYC-EXPS: Psychology: Experimental Psychology - CIP Code Change

The following program deletion or suspension were approved through the APC expedited review process.

· GCRT-MKTA: Marketing Analytics
· MPSM-GEOS: Geoscience

d. Student Government Association – Sam Hiltz
e. Graduate & Professional Student Government Association – Marcia Sun
GPSGA Phoenix Awards 
Information regarding the GPSGA Phoenix Awards is available on the GPSGA Canvas page! The four award categories include the Master’s Student, Doctoral Student, Graduate Teaching Assistant (GTA), and Graduate Faculty Mentorship Awards. Applications/Nominations will be open from December 2025 through March 2026.
GPSGA General Assembly Meetings Reminder – Spring 2026
· Fifth General Assembly Meeting
· Wednesday, January 28th, 5:30pm, TBA
GPSGA Assistance/Grant/Fund Information 
GPSGA Travel Assistance 
· The GPSGA Travel Assistance Award supports graduate and professional students fund travel for academic conferences. 
· Award recipients for Fall must submit their Post Meeting/Conference Report by Jan. 15, 2026.
· Application materials and instructions will be available on the GPSGA Canvas page. 
GPSGA Graduation Stoles
GPSGA former and current representatives, liaisons, and officers are eligible to check out a GPSGA stole to wear at Graduate Commencement. We would like to honor our graduating members and thank you for your service to the graduate and professional student community. If you are interested, please contact Marcia Sun at marcia.sun@okstate.edu for more details.
Congratulations to all Fall 2025 graduates!

10. Reports of standing and special committees – 
a. Academic Standards and Policies: John Michael Riley – 
b. Access and Community Impact: Aimee Parkison – 
c. Athletic, Health and Wellness: Jill Joyce – 
d. Budget: Merle Eisenberg – 
e. Campus Facilities, Safety, and Security: Jentre Olsen – 
f. Career Track: Jennifer Glenn/Mark Pranger – 
g. Faculty: Joe Haley – 
h. Long-Range Planning and Information Technology: Melanie Boileau – 
i. Research: Jared Fitzgerald – 
j. Retirement & Fringe Benefits: Mark Weiser – 
k. Rules and Procedures: Christopher Crick – 
l. Student Affairs and Learning Resources: William McGlynn –
m. Special Committee on Faculty Governance: Mark Weiser – 

11. Unfinished business 
12. New business 
13. Adjournment 


